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LEYS AND ORTHOTENY 

It was Tony Wedd's booklet Skyways and Landmarks, putting forward the idea of a 
connection between leys and UFO sightings through Aime Michel's discovery of align­
ments of sightings which he called "orthoteny", which brought leys back into public notice 
in the 1960s. However, orthoteny subsequently fell out of favour for both ley hunters and 
UFOlogists, but there was some subsequent research by Ann Druffel in America that seems 
to validate it, and its connection with leys. It was the subject of a talk at the MUFON Annual 
UFO Symposium in 1983: 

"A Southern California study of fifty-seven (57) UFO-related cases adds credence to the 
theory of orthoteny, first advanced by Aime Mchel. In this study, thirty-five (35) other 
events, comprising three comparison groups not related to the original theory of orthoten�, 
were also plotted. Four ( 4) ancient Indian ritual sites were included to see whether orthotemc 
lines seem to have any possible relation to ley line phenomena. The two other comparison 
groups, i.e., fourteen (14) UFOs and seventeen (17) well-investigated events of interest t� 
professional psychic researchers, were added to the study in order to demonstrate therr 
random nature, as compared to the orthotenic (straight-line) groupings of UFO events. 

"The study includes fifty-seven (57) locations within an 18,000-square mile area of Southern 
California where UFO events were reported by citizens of average or above-average 
observing ability. These locations include twenty-seven (27) sites where CE I and CE 11 
events allegedly occurred, eight (8) sites of UFO landing reports and/or abduction 
scenarios, and thirteen (13) incidents of reported contact with "alien" entities during w�ich 
no UFO-class vehicles were visible to the witnesses. Nine (9) additional cases of ufologtcal 
content and high strangeness which, for one reason or another, did not fit into the other 
classifications comprised the fourth UFO group. 

"The purpose of this study was to determine whether or not UFO sightings and entity reports 
in Southern California lay along orthotenic lines. My initial interest in this subject stemmed 
from two factors. First, for the past twenty-nine years in France, the United States, South 
America, the United Kingdom and other countries had found the straight-line phenomenon 
held true in their own areas. Second, I had accidentally discovered an orthotenic line, 
composed of six (6) points, during a study of local UFO sightings. This particular project 
involved plotting twenty-five (25) sighting locations on an aeromagnetic map of Los 
Angeles and Orange Counties. At that time,I was not looking for straight-line phenomena, 
but rather correlations between UFO sightings and magnetic anomalies in earth terrain. 

"This accidentally-discovered straight-line stretched from Yorba Linda in the southeast 
section of Orange County into the city of Montrose in the northeast portion of the Los 
Angeles Basin. For the next several years I tried to find the time to continue the study in 
order to see whether other straight lines would appear from the plotting of the sites of other 
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UFO CE II's and CE Ill's and landing reports or if additional reports would be found to lie 
along the Y orba Linda-Montrose line. A full study was time-consuming, and the oppor­
tunity to do it was not found until now. 

"Coral and Jim Lorenzen of the Aerial Phenomena Research Organization (APRO) in 
Arizona found orthotenic lines in the United States and South America. Other researchers, 
notably Drs. David R. Saunders and Jacques Vallee added strength to the theory by plotting 
great-circle lines over portions of the United States and other countries, and publishing the 
results of their analyses in various articles and books. 

"Throughout these subsequent years of study, however, researchers (including Michel 
himself), had noticed that orthoteny did not hold true only for sightings involving one 
particular date. Orthotenic lines ofUFO activity were found on which numerous sightings 
occurred over a time span of many years. The most famous of these is BAVIC, originally 
a six-point line extending from Bayonne to Vichy, France. Although the six original 
sightings all occurred on September 24, 1954, subsequent study has revealed other cases 
of high strangeness occurring on other dates along the BA VIC line. In addition, it has been 
found that other remarkable phenomena sites, such as the location of Magdalenian cave 
art containing paintings of defmite UFO shapes, lie along the BA VIC line. BA VIC, of course, 
has been extended, by research, far beyond its original Bayonne-Vichy limits and now 
constitutes a great circle line. 

"Gradually, the theory of orthotenic lines has become less a matter of controversial 
discussion. Conversely, over the last ten years, the study of so-called "ley lines" has 
become popular. Ley line study indicates that the location of ancient sites of ceremonial 
and religious ritual, such as Stonehenge, lie along straight lines as well. This theory was 
frrst advanced by Alfred Watkins in the 1920s, but much of the credit for upgrading ley­
line data is due to Paul Devereux, editor of the magazine The Ley Hunter. A recent book 
by Devereux and Ian Thomson postulates a UFO-ancient sites (leys) link. Evidence of this 
is not yet strong. There is no demonstrated proof that ley lines and orthotenic lines are in 
any way associated with each other, but the fact remains that UFOs, especially in the United 
Kingdom and some European countries, are seen over, or in the general area of leys. 

"The study of ley lines, however, is now well past the theory point. Evidence that ancient 
or prehistoric cultures built their important places of ceremonial worship along straight lines 
(or, in the case of the longer lines spanning more than one country such as those discovered 
by Michel, along great-circle routes), is fully established. 

"One hypotheses which tries to explain ley lines states that these sites were chosen by 
ancient peoples because of some inherent telluric property of the terrain along which these 
ceremonial sites were built. The specific earth energy (or property) believed to be involved 
in ley lines and ley sites is not yet identified. 
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"Ley lines have been demonstrated to exist on most continents. Numerous ancient 
cultures seem to have employed this principle. Even today, many of our more modern major 
sites of ritual (churches, mosques, synagogues, and other centers of metaphysical study) 
are built on ruins of ancient religious buildings and, therefore, still lie on ley lines. 

"During the past four years, through various coincidences, I became aware of four 
Southern California sites of ancient ceremonial interest, used long ago by members of 
various American Indian tribes. When I began my orthotenic study of Southern California 
UFO reports, these four Indian sites were included and plotted on the same map to see if 
their locations had any correlations with UFO reports. These four sites became a 
comparison group in the study, along with two other comparison groups (see below), 
making a total of thrirty-five (35) comparison cases to be plotted along with the fifty-seven 
(57) selected high-strangeness UFO reports. 

"The four American Indian ritual sites were: Tahquitz Rock near Idyllwild; Eagle Rock in 
the city of Eagle Rock (Los Angeles 90041 ),Stony Point in Chatsworth, and Castle Rock 
in Park. Of these, Tahquitz Rock and Stony Point are protected by governmental authorities 
and are still generally in their primeval state. Eagle Rock and Castle Rock, being on or 
adjacent to private lands, are being encroached upon by human habitation, but still manage 
to maintain their historical interest and beauty. 

"When these four sites were plotted with navy blue flags, it became apparent that three 
of them, i.e., Tahquitz Rock, Eagle Rock and Stony Point, lay in a straight line across terrain 
one hundred and sixteen (116) air miles long. Castle Rock lay five and one-half (5 112) miles 
southwest of Stony Point. Although, for purposes of this study, three-point UFO related 
lines were ignored as coincidental, it was felt that it might be more than coincidental that 
three out of the four Indian sites in this study could be connected by a straight line of this 
length. This fmding was accepted as preliminary evidence that these three Indian sites 
might form the equivalent of a "ley line" as found in other countries. 

"RESULTS OF STUDY AND UFO LOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE:Afterallofthefi:fty-seven 
(57) UFO-related sites had been plotted, a rigid wooden yardstick was used to determine 
which cases lay along straight-line routes. The criterion for ufological significance was 
four ( 4) or more sites ofUFO significance lying in a straight line across the map. In all, sixteen 
(16) straight lines comprised of four ( 4) or more points were discovered. Of these sixteen 
lines, two (2) had seven (7) points, four (4) had six (6) points, three (3) had five (5) points 
and seven (7) had four ( 4) points. The sixteen ( 16) lines extended over varying distances, 
ranging from one hundred and twenty-eight (128) miles to twenty-four (24) miles. 

"In charting these lines, a deviation of five-eighths CS/8) of a mile was deemed acceptable, 
since in orthotenic studies deviations up to a kilometer on one side of a line was deemed 
a "good fit." If it is assumed that orthotenic or ley lines represent some type of earth energy, 
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then logically there would be some width to the energy field involved. Therefore, an 
arbitrary figure of approximately 3,500 feet was judged reasonable for purposes of this 
study. Deviations of this distance, however, were rare, comprising no more than five to 
ten percent (5-10%) of the total plottings. 

"Of the sixteen ( 16) ufologically significant lines, three (3) had Indian sites lying upon them. 
The most striking line oflndian sites, i.e., Tahquitz Rock, Eagle Rock, and Stony Point, had 
three sites of ufological interest lying at various locations on it. [Even though groups of 
three UFO events in a line were otherwise ignored as insignificant, this line was kept as 
possibly meaningful.] 

"RESULTS OF PLOTTING OF COMPARISON G ROUPS : The addition of the 
remaining two comparison groups (IF Os and paranormal events), when p Jotted on the map, 
yielded interesting results. Except for those four instances where paranormal events had 
occurred at the same locations as UFO incidents, the pink flags had been expected to show 
non-correlation with the straight lines of ufological significance. However, of the total 
number of seventeen (17) paranormal events plotted, nine (9) lay on lines of ufological 
significance. Seven (7) others lay on lines of "combined interest" (see text below.) The 
one exception lay within a mile of an existing line. 

"The most surprising result of the study was the discovery that ten (10) of the IFO group 
(plotted with green flags) lay along lines of ufological significance. The remaining four ( 4) 
lay along lines of so-called combined interest. 

"One particular IFO sighting, a gross misidentification of Venus as a "flaming orb which 
repeatedly zoomed toward a witness's roof' was located where three lines intersected. Two 
of these lines were of ufological significance, the other a "combined interest" line. There 
is no ready explanation why gross misidentifications should be located along straight lines, 
since the IFO group was purposely chosen at the beginning of the study as a comparison 
group, the plotting of which would not logically be expected to have any correlation with 
purportedly genuine UFO activity. It is speculated here that the terrain associated with 
orthotenic or ley lines does contain some as-yet-unidentified type of telluric (earth) energy 
which is in some unknown way associated with the manifestation and/or propulsive power 
ofUFOs. It is also speculated that the same earth energy might have the ability to influence 
the physiology of human witnesses, (including their physical, mental and emotional 
makeup ), so that in the vicinity of orthotenic lines conventional objects might be mistaken 
for what they actually are. 

"'COMBINED INTEREST' LINES: In addition to the sixteen (16) lines of ufological 
significance (comprised of 4 to 7 points each), seven (7) additional lines were discovered 
on the map. None of these contained the required 4 or more ufological locations to fit into 
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our protocol criterion of non-coincidence but six (6) out of seven (7) of these additional lines 
had four ( 4) or more points when the UFO sites, paranormal incidents, and Indian sites were 
combined on each." 

The full details of this research are on website http://www.anndruffel.com/articles/skynet/ 
straight! inemystery. htm 

SPOKES IN THE WHEEL 

byGordon Harris 

In 'Ties that Bindti, I described several linear phenomena of different kinds, on different 
continents, which have a commmon characteristic, i.e. straight lines radiating from points. 
In two examples mentioned, the words used by other reporters to describe this characteristic 
were "like the spokes of a wheel". In fact, I missed a couuple of others, for in Tony Morrison's 
book, Pathways to the Gods, a photograph of some of the lines ofNasca, Peru, is captioned 
"Many lines begin at centres, like spokes on a wheel hub". Also, in his article 'Mystery roads 
in Puerto Rico', 2 Richard Druit wrote "A very special feature of Tibes is the solar court, a large 
sun-like representation with five existing spokes and evidence of more originally". 

In 'Leys as Old Straight Tracks'3, I quoted Percival Lowell's description of the lines he saw 
on the planet Mars at the turn of the century, the so-called 'canals'. He was clearly describing 
the same characteristic. Pursuing this lead further, I recently read The Planet Observer's 

Handbook by F.W.Price4• A significant aspect of this book is that Price is an amateur 
astronomer, albeit a professor of biology/biochemistry. So he describes many observations 
made by fellow amateurs, some of which are regarded as contentious by professionals. 
Imagine a book on archaeology containing serious discussion of Alfred Watkins' theory 
of The Old Straight Track. Apparently there is another issue in astronomy which is almost 
as contentious as the 'canals' of Mars. Believe it or not, it is referred to as 'the spoke system 
of Venus'. I quote from Price's book: 

"Percival Lowell reported seeing linear features on Venus, in particular a pattern of linear 
dusky features radiating from the subsolar point like the spokes of a wheel and was first to 
sketch them in 1896 ... His observations were verified by Foulkes in 1897 ... Griffiths saw and 
sketched the spoke system on February 17th, 1897. 

"No-one else seems to have studied the spokes or even remembered them until Baum 
'rediscovered' them in 1951. He saw them as Lowell did ... What is interesting is that Baum 
had not read any of Schiaparelli's or Lowell's writing on Venus, which argues strongly for 
the reliability of his observation. "5 

Now it is known that Venus is covered with multiple layers of dense cloud, so that its surface 
can never be seen. The 'spokes' thus appear to be a phenomenon occurring in the Venusian 
atmosphere, which is very dense and subject only to sluggish movement. The planet also 
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has a negligible magnetic field, so what the lines are is a mystery. However, Price makes a 
signifiicant comment on this mystery in the following paragraph: 

"Usually nothing is revealed when the planet is photographed in visible or infrared light, but 
diffuse markings become visible in ultra-violet, which must be due to " ultra-violet-absorbing 
material in the clouds ... a few people possess some visual sensitivity to UV light and it is 
probably those who can see the so-called ultra-violet markings"6• 

This comment may well be relevant to the Martian 'canal' mystery. In Price's chapter on Mars 7, 

he mentions twenty observers who have seen its canals to various degrees, adding: "The 
reality of the canals seems to be supported by the fact that different observers see the same 
canals in the same positions on the Martian disc, but there are many exceptions. This makes 
it fairly likely that they are not products of imagination or wishful seeing." 

Yet with reference to the pictures of the Martian surface taken by the Mariner 4 spacecraft 
in 1965, he added: "There was no trace of canals. Their existence was thus fmally disproved." 

Perhaps he was too hasty. These pictures were taken by cameras sensitive only to visible 
light and he does not mention the lines detected by Mariner 9 in 1971 and Viking Orbiter in 
1976. I have written8 about how the canal myth came about due to misuse of the Italian word 
canale, meaning 'channel' or 'groove'. What if the the lines seen by Lowell and others really 
were shallow grooves, like the lines of Nasca, and easily obliterated by wind-blown dust? 
In that case, like the old roads of Chaco Canyon, they would only be detectable in infra-red. 
It may then be relevant that in 'The Last Word' in New Scientist a correspondent wrote: "A 
friend of mine suggested that I am one of the few people whose eyes are infra-red sensitive"9• 
If this faculty is prevalent, is it the reason why, like the spoke system of Venus, some 
observers can see the 'canals' and others cannot? 

In his section on Mercury, Price writes: "Prince saw a bright spot a little south of the centre 
of the disc with faint lines radiating from it on June 11th, 1867" ... "He [Lowell] made several 
drawings of Mercury showing linear canal-like features"10• 

But it is in his section on the sat�llites of Jupiter that Price mentions linear markings that are 
clear and irrefutable, even to th� professionals: "The distant low-resolution pictures taken 
by Voyager 1 revealed Europa's surface to be marked by a multitude of criss-crossing linear 
markings. Higher reso 1 ution pictures taken by Voyager 2 showed these features to be not 
cracks in the crust, as first thought, but purely surface markings." 

Referring to these markings in his book Planetary Landscapes, Professor R. Greeley wrote: 
"Global views of Europa display numerous linear features, some of which radiate from central 
spots. These form patterns which bear a remarkable similarity to maps of Mars showing 
fanciful networks of canali.," 
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Since the canali were described as being geometrically straight12, only one conclusion can 
be drawn from these observations. It is that Europa's icy mantle is covered with a network 
of straight tracks, some of which radiate from points. N asca on ice, so to speak! It seems 
remarkable to me that other bodies in the solar system display linear features having the same 
characteristics as those on Earth. In a letter to The Ley Hunter 117, and at Northern Earth's 
1993 'Straight Debate' at Bradford University13, I suggested that linear features on Earth have 
an extra-terrestrial origin. In view of the above, is this idea so crazy? If the next Observer 
spacecraft, carrying high resolution infra-red cameras, is more succcessful than the last, we 
will know the annswer in about two years' time. 

l. NE58. 
2. The Ley Hunter 120, p.33. 
3.NE55 
4. Pub. Cambridge Univ. Press, 1994; 

reviewed New Scientist 7-7-94 
5. Seepp.ll3-6 
6. See pp.1224 

7.pp.149-52 
8. See 'More on Mars', NE 57 
9. NewScientist 30-7-94 
10.p. 76 
1l.p.200 
12. SeeNE55,p.l2 

13. Gordon Harris' paper was published in NE 55, along with views on alignment studies by 
the other participants in the debate, including Philip Heselton, who suggested that linearity 
funcctions as an archetype in nature and derives a sacred credo from that, which appears 
in leys and other ritual alignments. The discovery of linear features on other worlds, or even 
such anomalies as the infra-red-visible lines that appeared in the Australian Desert, which 
we reported in NE 60, would seem to support this notion. JB 

11 LETTERS 11 
from Gordon Harris, Frodsham, Cheshire 
As an Old Straight Track man I was pleased when I read Touchstone No.89 containing a dozen or so 
descriptions of leys running along 'coincident' stretches of road, track or path. In flat or low lying areas 
of this country I have also found leys running along 'coincident' stretches of rivers and streams. This made 
me wonder ifleys were made by something heavy, perhaps a vehicle of some sort, which made such deep 
ruts in soft low lying ground that the courses of rivers and streams were diverted along them. So I looked 
elsewhere for something which would support this idea and found it in S. America, see enclosed copy of 
'Making Tracks' published in Northern Earth fourteen years ago. As also reported in N.E., I find that leys 
radiate in large numbers from nodal points, situated at stone circles or multiple junctions of roads, tracks 
and paths. When leys radiating from several such nodes are plotted on the same map they produce a 
systematic grid with multiple intersections. See 'Crossing the 't's', N.E.109. So I was delighted to read the 
extract from the article by Tom Brooks in Metro, suggesting such grids may have resulted from 'a 

sophisticated geometric version of a satnav based on stone circles and way markers'. Also, 'Such patterns 
could only have been the work of intelligent surveyors and planners, .... ' I find it hard to believe that 'there 
were maths wizards among the ancient Britons 5,000-6,000 years ago.' What also needs to be taken into 
account is that radiating linear patterns have also been seen on the surfaces of other bodies in the solar 
system such as Mars, Venus, Mercury and Europa. See 'Spokes in the Wheel' in N.E.63, (printed above -
JG). It seems much more likely to me that the intelligence required to produce such grids of tracks was 
extraterrestrial in origin and that several bodies in the solar system have been systematically surveyed by 
remotely guided machines. Would Tony Wedd have agreed with me, I wonder? 
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��/HAT ARE THOSE EARTH 
POING? 

from Lionel Beer 

WEB SITES 
The following web sites are all relevant to extraterrestrial contact 

All thePlanetsarelnhabited: 

http://www. egyouth.fsnet co.uklatpai 

Flying Saucers, Leys and Lost Technology -the Tony Wedd site: 

http://www.egyouth.fsnetco.uk/tony 

Voices from Space-the Philip Rodgers site, detailing his amazing tape 

recordings as well as free energy research and extraterrestrial language: 

http:/www.spacevoice.fsnetco. uk 

The Great Isosceles Triangle of England -leys and orthoteny (UFO sighting 

lines): http://www.egyouth.fsnetco.uk/triangle 

The Real Stonehenge and Avebury-Mollie Carey's photos of carvings at 

ancient sites, and extraterrestrial connection: 

http://www. egyouth.fsnet.co.uk 
The Ley Hunter 1969-76- the magazine on leys, with some articles by Tony 

Wedd: 

http://www.tlh6976.fsnetco.uk 
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THE HIDDEN UNITY and BEGINNINGS 
The Hidden Unity looks at the strange phenomenon of subconscious siting of ley points, 
and notes that places of worship, of all religions and all ages, tend to predominate on leys. 
The environmental and philosophical implications of this are discussed, and the apparent 
necessity of worship but irrelevance of doctrine. Two ley centres are given as examples, 
and investigated in depth - the Shah Jehan Mosque in Waking and the Guru Nanak Sikh 
Temple, Scunthorpe. There is an appendix by Eileen Grimshaw on the significance of 
the Pagan religion to this study. Illustrated with photographs, maps and line drawings. 
£2 plus 30p p&p from the Amskaya address. Please make cheques payable to J. 

Goddard. 

Beginnings is about a series of potentially useful discoveries, mainly made by J immy 
Goddard over a period of about twenty years, but having some overlap with discoveries 
made by others. For various reasons, the investigations are all in their early stages, and 
some have not been continued. They include earth energy detection, natural antigravity, 
subconscious siting, ley width, and the solar transition effect. There is also a chapter on 
cognitive dissonance - a psychological factor which seems to have been at the root of all 
bigotry - scientific, religious and other - down the ages. The booklet is concluded with 
an account of the discovery of leys by Alfred Watkins.£2 plus 30p p&p from the 

Amskaya address. Please make cheques payable to J. Goddard. 

EARTH PEOPLE, SPACE PEOPLE 
In 1961, Tony Wedd produced a manuscript Earth Men, Space Men, detailing many 
claims of extraterrestrial contact. It was never published, and I had thought it was lost, 
though it has recently been located - Tony had given it to Timothy Good. To try to make 
up for the loss in a much more modest size, this booklet was prepared. As well as giving 
details of some of the more prominent contact claims, there are articles on the history of the 
STAR Fellowship and some of its personalities, evidence for life in the Solar System and 
investigation into extraterrestrial language. 
£2 plus 30p p&p from the Amskaya address. Please make cheques payable to J. 

Goddard. 

THE LEG ACY OF TONY WEDD 
This CD-ROM is an electronic form of the travelling exhibition Tony planned, using his 
voice, writing, photographs and drawings to illustrate his research and fmdings in the 
fields of flying saucers, landscape energies and lost technology. 
£9.99 from the Amskaya address. Please make cheques payable to J. Goddard. 

AMSKA YA is the newsletter of the STAR Fellowship, a continuation of the 

organisation formed in 1960 by Tony Wedd of Chiddingstone, who held that contact 

was the way ahead for flying saucer investigation. £2 for four quarterly issues from 

J. Goddard, 1, St. Paul's Terrace, Easton, Wells, Somerset, BA5 1DX. Please make 

cheques payable toJ. Goddard. IFYOUR SUBSCRIPTION IS DUE AN "X" WIL L  

FOLLOWTIDSSENTENCE: 
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